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Goals of counterbalancing

• For participants:
• Every participant judges equal numbers of 

items in each condition.
• No participant judges more than one variant 

of each token set.

• For token sets:
• Every variant of every token set is judged by 

the same number of unique participants.



The Solution -- Part 1
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Fillers



Blocking

Do participants behave differently (from 
any relevant point of view) when they are 
tired and bored, and have already seen 100 

of your silly sentences, as compared to 
when they are fresh, interested, and 

uncertain about what’s up?



Building questionnaires in Excel

Write the materials

Organize them



Coding/Decoding the 
Data



‘High’ Tech

• How to build text formulas

• How to do ‘watch me’ programming in Excel


